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SPOKES~AN SAYS CRITICS MISUNDERSTOOD LON NOL'S MESSAGE 
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[statement of information minister, spokesman of the government] 

[Text] -rhe Government 01- the Khmer Hepublic has noted that certain mediii1. abroad 
misunderstood or misinterpreted certain parts of' Y.arshal Lon Nol is mesBag~ to the 
na.. tion of 20 Oc tob er 1971, Cer'tain pa}:'ers cQmment,ed t-ha t the prime minis ter had 
said that our government had given up playing the gam<.' of fruitless de::noc:'a0Y 
Some other comnentarie:s have fal:5ely speculQ.t~d ti"'.at a rrtiliLary dictatorship has 
been established in the Khmer Republic. These interpretations perhaps res"c.l.lt !':r>om 
a too rapid or superfh~ial aMlysis of the eVEmts in Camb'.:ldia tl.nd the Mar-sr.al ~13 

message, 

H 1 

The minister o.f information would like to restate that the marshal and his government 
have never intended to give up the great principles of jemocracy in ord~r to set up 
a dictatorship. On the contrary. the Government of the Khmer Republ ie; h~>s ohosen 
a means for the sake of the success of the struggle of the Cambodian people agai~st 
the Viet Cong-North Vietnamese aggressors, According to this view ~ the government 
has adopted another means in order to increase its capability in the war against the 
alien aggression until victory. This aim is considered primordial for us {? as for 
any other country} fighting a war for survival. 

Further, we believe that these interpretations do not con:Com to the will of the 
marshal. since the marshal ever since the beginning has been one of the masterminds 
of the establishment of the republican regime in the country, especially after he 
stood against the dictatorship of the :Cormer regDne. Thanks to the leadership of 
Marshal Lon Nol our Cambodian people wer3 able to attain freedom after living for 
centurieS under the feudal regime of the royal throne and under Sihanouk's 
dictatorship for the last 15 years. Hence~ the Khmer Republic cannot. intend tc 
reject this precious freedom; but in the present situation, which r..as l~esult-ed 

from the barba~ous aggression of the North Vietnamese troops. it is necessary [or 
us to fully mobilize our forces thro'.lghcut the country. This does not allow us 
to use our institutions as we would in a tim~ of peace. H~wever~ the measureR 
taken by the government of the Khmer Republj,c do not m(!an that we have forgotter, 
our democratic ide2.1s or that we intend to sat up a new dictato1'ial rE:'gime, The 
vario~s comments on ~om~ parts of Ma~5hal Lon N~lrs message of 20 October a~e 
mere misinterpretation or misuflde~standing of the Cambodian problem. 


